SITGETANS
ALS CAMPS
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DE SI TGES A LHORROR DELS
CAMPS DE CONCENTRACI O

ENGLISH



Bet ween August 1940 and May 1945, at | east
el even Sitgetans |ived through the horrors
of the Nazli concentration and extermnati on
canps. Only two woul d survi ve.

Still today, not nany people are aware of
this reality.

The suffering and horror that our own

nel ghbours and al nost ni ne thousand

ot her Spani ards deported I n the Gernman
concentration camps underwent, first-hand, and
the silence that ensued, 1s still reason for
coll ective shanme despite the recent years’
attenpts at reparation. The exploitation of
human | abor Iin the canps, the disdalin for

| ndi vi dual s when they ceased to be productive
and, 1n general, the total disregard for
human life with the use of nethods for

nass extermnation translate i n sone of the
wor st epi sodes of cruelty in the history of
hunmanki nd.

This exhibition, Sitgetans in the Nazi Canps,
s the result of the coll aboration between
the Qup d Estudis Sitgetans, the S tges’
Department of Culture and the non-profit
organi zati1 on Am cal de Maut hausen (Friends
of Maut hausen) . This project aims, firstly,
to ralse awareness about a reality that 1Is
known to very fewin Sitges; and secondly,
to preserve and dignify the nenory of so
nmany deportees. Mreover, It hopes to be
the starting point to further research and
understandi ng of this sad episode I n our

hi story.

|t nust be pointed out that the project takes
a W de approach to the notion of Sitgetan.
Not only those deportees officially born in

t he town have been I ncluded, but al so those
who had, Iin later |[ife, nade of Sitges their
home, a hone fromwhich they were uprooted.
Iln any case, It nust not be forgotten that
the list of names may not be final, others
could be added as light Is shed on these
tragi c events.

In the seventy-fifth anniversary of the

|1 beration of the Nazi concentration canps,
Sitges joins in the effort of so many towns
and associations to ralse awareness of the
suffering and horror our neighbours went

t hrough and pay tribute to the victins of
Nazi sm
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Onh Sunday, January 22, 1939, at mdday, the
Francol st troops entered Sitges. They took

over the town wth no opposition. In Sitges
t he war was over.

Two days earlier, the Francoist alir force
had bonbed the town for the last tine, the
bonbs had | anded i n several streets (A gua,
Barcelona and Major), killing four civilians
and destroyi ng a nunber of houses.

Many Sitgetans who had held public office
during the Republic had al ready abandoned t he
town I n face of the unstoppabl e advance of
(eneral Franco’s troops. G hers, because of
their mlitary background, or sinply trying
to escape what they thought was to come, fled
towards the French frontier. They began an
uncertain exile, fromwhich nmany woul d never
ret urn.

Ch reaching the frontier, after a di stressing
and di senchanti ng journey, the French

deni ed t hem access across their border.
Eventual ly they would relent, conpelled by
the situation. Gvilians were allowed to
cross over on January 28 and soldiers from

t he Republican faction, unarned, did so on
February 5.

They were treated not as war refugees, but as
prisoners. They could only hope and wait for
the situation to change so that they coul d
return to their honmes. Very few were able to
nove freely in French territory, nost were

| ocked up 1 n nmakeshift canps, In terrible
conditions, where basic nmaterial needs were
conpl etel y di sregarded.

And thus the dilemma: return to a country
where they were being clained wth views to
retalration; or stay In an unwel com ng and
forel gn country.

Sone refugees were | ucky enough to be clal ned
by relatives |1ving abroad, or to receive aid
fromorgani zations |1 ke the SERE ( Spani sh

Ref ugee Evacuation Service) or JARE (Ad
Board for Spani sh Republicans). Mny ot hers,
however, were |eft defensel ess.

The French governnent, trying to escape

such a delicate situation and pressed by

the extrene right, was 1 n haste to nake

all those refugees, crammed I n | gnom ni ous
camps, disappear. The displaced were offered
to return to Spain or to Jjoin the Forelgn
Legi on or the Conpani es of Forei gn Wrkers,
entrusted wth the constructi on of defensive
fortifications.

In Spain, the situation was al so conpl i cat ed.
The repressi on conducted by the new

regli ne agal nst non-synpat hi zers, and t he
condemnmat 1 on of those who had abandoned t he
country, resulted in a climate of revenge,
which materialized 1n La Causa Gener al
(Ceneral prosecution), the Councils of \War,
the Law of Political Responsibilities, the
Court of Repression of Freemasonry and
Communi sm and ot her nechani sns of the “New
St at e” headed by Franco.

In Sitges, as el sewhere, the new authorities
exerted absol ute control over everyt hi ng:
they purged municipal civil servants,
control I ed every aspect of the public sector
and tried to do the sane In the private one.
The conplicity of the regine’s synpathi zers
nade any attenpt to escape the dom nant

ort hodoxy futile.

It was the beginning of a Iong silence.



The political situation follow ng VWrld

VWar | triggered the rise of 1deologies that
channel ed t he anger and resent nent brew ng
In BEurope. The cl ash between extremsts
facilitated t he appearance of new actors:
political agitators.

Adolf Htler in Germany and Benito Missol i ni
In Italy managed to redirect these agitators
and took over the control of thelr radical
and extremst political parties.

Htler and Missolini initiated an unrelenting
persecuti on of anyone who strayed fromtheir
political 1deals: Communi sts, Jews, Romanl
peopl e, Socialists. This persecution of the
eneny was an active policy conceal ed by the

| npl enent ati on of short-term poli cies that

bl | nded peopl e.

A clear exanple of this is the siege and fall
of the Wl mar Republic under the I npl acabl e
attack of the National Socialist Party | ed
by Adolf Htler, who, Iin the space of a few
years, Wll go frombelng a second-rate
politician to becomng the Fuhrer.

Htler was appol nted head of gover nnent

in 1933, from then on he would set off

to increase his power and el mnate all
political opposition. In a short space of
tinme he attained an incredi ble political
power. This process finally culminated in the
transformati on of a constitutional state into
a clearly totalitarian one, which woul d | ead
to the rise of the Third Rei ch.

Onhce Htler was appol nt ed chancel | or of
Cermany, he had the entire country in his
hands. He I nitiated an expansi oni st poli cy.
The Saar region and Rhineland were the first
to be annexed. The | ack of any deci si ve
action fromthe League of Nations encouraged
Cermany to go on to I nvade Austria and the
Czech Republ i c.

The pact of non-aggressi on bet ween Cer many
and Russi a ( Ml ot ov—R bbentrop Pact) enabl ed
the two countries to partition Pol and, and
Russi a proceeded wth the annexati on of
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The pact gave
Htler carte blanche in the actions that
would |l ead to the war. On Septenber 1, 1939,
t he Véhrmacht (arnmed forces of Nazi GCer nany
from 1935 to 1945) | nvaded Pol and. The war
had begun.

In this context, the Spani sh Republ i cans who
had enrolled into the Conpani es of Foreil gn
VWrkers after | eaving the |Internnment canps

In the South of France were nade to build
fortifications and to reinforce the Maginot
Line defenses —a line of fortifications
constructed on the French side of Its borders
wi th Bel gium Luxenbourg CGernmany, Swtzerl and
and Italy. G her republicans, the war already
underway, decided to serve In the Foreign
Legion and fight fascism. Such was the case

of the S tgetan Rossend Ferret | Bertran (aka
Paul eta) , who, after fighting in North Africa
agal nst the Gernman, narched into Paris wth
the 9t h Conpany, La Nueve, the conpany t hat

| 1berated the French capital. Mny ot her
Spani sh Republicans, allowed In the French
territory as free men, continued to fight and
] ol ned the Resi stance.



The Nazi totalitarian regi ne found I n
concentration canps the neans to | nprison and
elimnate not only any kind of dissidence,
but any kind of difference as well.

The first camps were created shortly after
Htler’s namng as Rei ch Chancel | or, under
the pretext of the need to re-educate those
who had strayed I nto Marxi sm Soon, however,
the 1 npl enentation of the Nazi policy to
elimnate any eneny of the state all owed the
Third Reich to I npri son anyone suspi ci ous

of hindering the regime’s efforts. Initially
| deated to house communi sts, the target soon
w dened to I nclude nenbers of any group
considered 1l]l-equipped to reside Iin the new
Cermany. The Reich had found the sol ution
toelimnate all those el enents deened as
devi ant .

From 1934 onwards, the use of concentration
canps becane systematic and the creation

of new canps I ncreased, from 1939 to 1942
they woul d spread all over occupi ed Europe.
Wien the war started, concentration canps
multiplied. The mlli1ons of detalnees were
targeted for very different reasons: Jews,
communi sts, honosexual s, Ronmani peopl e,
Jehovah’s w t nesses, the physically and
nentally disabled..., as well as war
prisoners fromall across Europe and nenbers
of the Resistance. In short: all those who
threatened the purity of the Gernan race and
who coul d hinder the growh of the nati on.

Those prisoners captured during mlitary
operations or raids anong civilians were
Initially sent to provisional canps known
as Stalags. As war prisoners, In the

Stal ags they coul d enj oy sone privil eges.
Their future, however, was al ready deci ded.
Eventual |y, nost of them would be sent to
CGerman concentration canps under the control
of the SS.

Oh arriving at the canps, the prisoners were
stripped of their personality. |Instead of a
nane they had a nunber. They wer e overwor ked
t o exhausti on and underfed, they | acked basic
sanitary conditions and health care; nmany did
not survi ve.

The SS exploited the | abor of prisoners for
economc gain. Sone prisoners worked outside
the canps in the Kommandos. Wth tine, the
wor kl oad and Konmmandos | ncr eased and new
satellite canps, under the command of a main
canp, spread throughout the territory.

By md 1942, wth the war al ready underway,
sone of these canps had adapted their

obj ecti ves. \War had brought about new
needs, and prisoners, previously exploited
to death, were now vital conponents of the
war I ndustry. The prisoners would often put
their lives at risk trying to sabotage the
producti on of war nmateri al.

G her changes were taking place; on January
20, 1942, the senior government officials

of Nazi CGernmany had cone together in the
WAnnsee Conference (near Berlin) to ultinate
the plans for “The F nal Solution”. Al though
by md 1941 the Gernan troops had al ready
begun to extermnate Jews behind the front
lines by nmassive killings, It would be after
WAnnsee t hat gas chanbers began to be used.
Approximately six mllion Jews were murdered,
elther In the gas chanber or executed by a
firing squad, a mass extermination that would

cone to be known as the Hol ocaust (Shoah In
Hebr ew) .



From the very onset of the Spanish conflict,
the Third Relich decided to support the
fasci st side by providing economc aid and
granting supplies. Franco’s African Arny
woul d not have been able to reach mal nl and
Spain, 1n August 1936, If It had not been for
the Gernman hel p. The Nazi support was al so
responsi ble, 1n part, for the progress the
rebel troops nmade t hrough Spanish territory.

The Spani sh I nsurgents and the Nazi reached a
pact In which Spain becane the testing ground
for Germany’ s arny techni cal 1 nnovations. A
clear exanpl e Is the bonbi ng of Qierni ca by
t he Gernan Condor Legi on.

After the Nazi occupation of France I n 1940,
nany of the Spani sh Republ i cans, who had

j ol ned the Conpani es of Forel gn Wirkers on
French soil or had freely settled 1n the
country, would be arrested and | nterned as
war prisoners I n canps, known as Front st al ags
or Stal ags, under CGernman control .

However, since Septenber 25, 1940, the
Spani sh no | onger held the status of war
prisoners. That sanme day, the (estapo
Inforned the Third Reich that the Spani sh had
becone Rot spani enkanpfer, and, as such, were
not entitled to the rights and pri vil eges

the 1929 CGeneva Conventi on had granted war
prisoners. Moreover, the Republican captives
were no | onger Spani sh: they were statel ess.
They were In the hands of the Gestapo and t he
SS, and could be deported to any of the Nazl
concentration canps. This policy was backed
up by the approval of Serrano Suner, Spani sh
Foreign Mnister during the dictatorshi p, and
the 1naction fromthe Vi chy gover nnent.

The Spani sh authorities showed a conpl ete
|l ack of Interest in the fates of those
arrested by the CGerman police. This was
evi nced by depl orabl e events such as

the transport that |eft from Angoul éne
(Dpt. Charente, France) wth 927 Spani sh
Republicans that would finally be deported:
t he Spani sh governnent chose to I gnore the
petitions nade by the Gernman authoriti es.

A ose to 9000 Spanish prisoners wll be

sent, given their stateless status, to
concentrati on canps. Buchenwal d, Dachau,
Sachsenhausen, Ravensbriuck, Fl ossenblrg.. .,
but nost of themwould end up | n Maut hausen,
where cl ose to 7000 Republican prisoners went
t hrough the Nazi horror, and where so nany
peri shed.

In the canps, they were the Rotspani er, the
‘Red Spani ards’, and were nmarked wth a bl ue
trtangle (to refer to thelir statel ess status)
and the letter S for spanier.






DEPORTATION
TO THE CAMPS

The testinonies of concentration canp
survivors that speak of the harsh reality
In the Nazli deportation canps are countl ess.
Many aut hors, foreign, Spanish, Catal an...
bear wwtness to the terrible experience of
concentration canps. The Sitgetan José Egea
conpiled in his book stories that speak of
the horror, the cruelty, and the const ant
presence of death. These testinoni es speak
of the nost brutal episodes Iin the history of
hunmanki nd.

At the end of the Spanish civil war, nost of
the Spanish refugees who had fled to France
were detal ned in makeshift I nternnent canps
In the South of the country. There, they
experi enced msery and the abuse of the
French authorities. Their day-to-day nainly
consisted of |ooking for material to build
or Inprove their “shacks”; witing to their
rel ati ves, and collecting food they were
given fromthe outside of the canp. However,
sone woul d al so build close friendshi ps

that would |ast through their |ives. Many
Sitgetans experienced the hardshi ps of these
canps. Jordi Robert | Ferret (aka Tirano)
expressed in his poetry the suffering of those
L1 nes.

France was not the only country were such
suffering took place, the collaborationist
French governnent set up Internnent canps
outside their territory. In the North of
Africa, the best known is Delfa (A geria).
Agustin Roa Ventura was interned in D elfa;
and after being freed by the ally troops, he
enlisted into the Royal Pioneer Corps, and
fought in the British arny till the end of

t he war.

Among t he al nost 9000 Spani sh prisoners
deported to the Nazi concentration and
extermnation canps, at |east 11 had either
been born in Stges or nade of It their
hone. Most of them —Al ne—were deported to
Maut hausen, the canp wth the nost Spani sh
prisoners (nore than 7000). Only one of the
ni ne woul d survive that horror.

Two other Sigetans were deported to
Buchenwal d, and with the war near its end
woul d be transported to ot her canps. (One of
t hem survi ved.

The docunental sources consulted express,

| f we know how to read between |I nes,

what words cannot convey: physical and
psychol ogi cal pain, fear. W can sense,

more than read, the suffering caused by the
nurder of fellow i nmates, the extrene hunger,
and t he desperation: sleepless nights,
beat i ngs, slave-|abor, |ong narches, hours
standing in the snowwaiting for the SS
orders, overcrowded barracks with prisoners
sl eepi ng head-to-toe, sick nen and wonen

too afraid to go to the infirmary lest they
were given a |l ethal gasoline Injection,
peopl e used I n surreal experinents; the

el derly and the sick, i1ncapable of working,
declared as “unfit” and taken to Gusen camp or
Hart heimcastl e, to the gas chanbers, to be
extermnated and crenated. . .

Ch the other hand, they | earned the neani ng
of solidarity and concern for others worse
off; they strove to hide one another’s
weaknesses fromthe cruel gaze of their
captors; they learned to share their food
w th those I n need.

They gave away their lives, or part of them

as a sacrifice for the freedom of all people,
for our freedom

THE COMPANIES OF
FOREIGN WORKERS

Spani sh Republ i cans who ended I n the Nazi
concentration canps cane fromone of two very
different situations. Most of them had been
arrested while part of one of the Conpani es
of Foreign Workers, and were first imprisoned
In the I nternnent canps known as St al ags.

A snmaller group arrived at the canps after
bel ng det al ned as nenbers of the Resi stance;
they, too, would be first taken to the

St al ags.

The voluntary enlisting i n the Conpani es

of Foreign Wrkers was, for the majority of
Republ i cans put Iin the French refugee canps,
their only way out. Under the command of
the French mlitary, they were grouped In
regi nents of 250 nen and put to work 1 n the
construction of defensive fortifications,

In face of the loomng CGernan threat. Wth
the start of the war, they becane mlitary
targets for the Relch.

|f arrested by the Wehrnacht, initially, as
prisoners of war, they had certain privileges
after capture. Mst nen, however, woul d end
up bel ng sent to Maut hausen, I n Austri a.

The first Sitgetan to become an inmate in

Maut hausen was Jose Lopez Martinez, he

was part of the first transport of Spanish
Republicans to arrive at the canp I n August
1940.

Joseé Egea Garcia, José Egea Pujante, Tonas
lglesias and Enric Mralles travell ed on

the sane transport to Maut hausen, where they
arrived on January 27, 1941.

THE RESISTANCE

A snal |l er group of Spani sh deportees ended
up I n concentration canps after their arrest
In France as nenbers of the Resi stance.

They were part of the guerrilla bands, the
Magui s, conposed by a group of coordi nat ed
vol unteers who speci alized I n sabot age and
violent action. Initially a | oose group

of I ndividuals, they becane iIncreasingly
organi zed and confronted the col | aborati oni st
and Gernman troops.

The Gestapo conducted rai ds anong the
civilian popul ation to capture nenbers of

the Resistance. Arrested wth the war already
underway, they were interned in different

Stal ags, and spent a shorter period of tine

I n concentration canps.

Jaunme Davi and Joan Abella were deported

to canps as nenbers of the Resistance. They
arrived at Buchenwald in the sane transport,
on January 19, 1944.



SEBASTIA
ARNAN
DOMINGO

Sitges 10/5/1895 - Gusen 30/6/1941

Born in Sitges to a famly of sailors -as a
young nan he was part of the crew of the boat
Bot Sal vavi des— Sebasti a, however, ended

up naking a career In the shoe industry. He
woul d be head of the union for shoenakers,
the Sindicat Unic de Constructors de Cal cat.
Peopl e knew hi m by the ni cknane of di noni
vernmell (red devil). Sebastia was the el dest
of eight siblings. As a worker and uni oni st,
he was always Interested In social and
political matters.

He was an active nenber of the Wrkers and
Peasants’ Bloc (BOC, Bloc Cobrer | Canperol)
and was I nprisoned after the events of 6

Cct ober 1934. Sebasti a becane an acti vi st
and | ocal | eader of the POUM (Wrkers’

Party of Marxist Unification, in catalan
Partit Obrer d’Unificacié Marxista) after Its
fornmati on in 1935.

In the early nonths of the war, he took

part I n actions agal nst | ocal conservative
groups. During the war he was the publishing
director of Front, organ del POUMa S tges
and, as a nenber of the ONI-FA, he becane
head of the cooperative of shoenmakers iIn
1938.

He narried Rosario Perez Marti and had two
chil dren, Teresa and Sebastia. They |1ived

at nunber 25, Carreta Street. H s daughter,
Teresa, also a nenber of the POUM was tried
and 1 nprisoned after the war.

At the end of the Qvil War he went Into
exile in France, he worked in the fields

In the south and |l ater on | ol ned one of

t he Conpani es of Foreli gn Wrkers, possibly
nunber 9 or nunber 117.

The Nazi authorities arrested Sebastia In
1940, nmaybe I n Dunkerque on June 4th or

In Bray-Dunes on June 6th. He was taken to
Stalag VII1-C Sagan (Pol and) and later to
XIl-Din Trier (Grnmany), where he becane
| nmat e nunber 55629.

He was transferred fromthis prison canp on
January 22, 1941, together wth 744 ot her
prisoners fromthe Republican side, and
arrived at Maut hausen on January 25, 1941,
becom ng deportee nunber 4159. Soon after,
on February 17, his state of health probably
severely deteriorated, he was agali n noved,
this tine to Qusen, where he was assi gnhed
nunber 10579 and barrack 18.

Sebastia died June 30, 1941; he was the first

Sitgetan to lose his |life Iin those canps. He
was al so the ol dest one.

KL MAUTHAUSEN 4159
KL GUSEN 10579



MANUEL
GARCIA
CRESPO

Sitges 1/4/1914 - Gusen 29/1/1942

Born in Sitges, little I1s known about Munuel
Grci a O espo.

In Sitges he worked as a chauffer. In German
documents, under profession we find listed
nechani ¢ and notori st.

Wien he was arrested he was part of one of
t he Conpani es of Foreli gn Wrkers. He was

| nprisoned In Stalag Wehkreis XVI11-C, In
Sal zburg, 1 nnate nunber 317.

Ch Septenber 9, 1941, he was transferred to
Maut hausen with forty ot her prisoners.

He arrived to Maut hausen on Septenber 11,
1941, and was assi gned nunber 4923. |n
Cct ober 1942 he was noved to Qusen, where he

l1ved 1n barrack 32 and was I ntern 13918.
Manuel Garcia died 1 n Qusen on Novenber 29,
1942.

KL NVAUTHAUSEN 4923
KL GUSEN 13918



JOSE ANTONIO
EGEA
PUJANTE

Aljucer (Murcia) 27/1/1921 -
Villamayor de Gdllego (Saragossa) 18/10/2010

Jose Antoni o Egea Pujante was born I n

Al jucer, his parents’ native village. He had
been concelived In Stges, where his father,
Jose Egea Garcia, and not her, Josefa Puj ante,
were li1ving. Josefa, however, w shed to give
birth to her first-born by her mother’s side,
so José was born in Miurcia. They woul d soon
be back 1n Stges.

Jose Antonio attended the town’ s public
school , whose headnaster was Prudenci o
Santolaria. He then went on to work at the
shoe factory Ternes (which stood In today’s
park Can Bot a).

Ch July 18, 1936 José was 16 years ol d

and a nenber of Young CNI. Like so nany

ot her nenbers of the anarcho-syndi cal | st
confederation, he decided to enlist and fight
fascism but his father objected and he coul d
not go on wth his pl ans.

It was I n 1938, when he was nearing his

18th birthday, that he was drafted by the
Republ i can Arny as part of the ‘baby-bottle
conscription’ (La |leva del biberdo), known as
such because draftees who were as young as

S| Xteen years old were sent to war. He was
first sent to Arenys de Mar for his training
and was | ater posted In Prat de LI obregat
wth mlitary division 103.

Wien Franco’s troops sel zed Barcel ona, Egea
recalls how he and other soldiers fled towards
t he Montseny, but they never reached their
destination, they were arrested in d ot.

Jose, however, nmanaged to escape. |n February
he was crossing the French border at Le

Boul ou.

Ch 9th February he becane an intern in the
camp at Argeles. There he would find other
Sitgetans, including his father. In Argel es
the refugees woul d be treated ruthlessly by
the Senegalese guards and would suffer the
poor conditions of the makeshift canp.

Despite the French government’s efforts to
entice refugees to return to Spain, the
Egeas (father and son), Carles Fransoy and
Tonas I glesias decided to enroll into the
6t h Conpany of Forel gn Wrkers, based In

La Condam ne (Haute Provence) and I n charge
of building roads bordering the gorges of
the Parpalllon nmassif (Hautes-Al ps). They
started work on 24 April, 1939; a total of
250 spani ards nade up the Conpany. Wth the
arrival of wwnter, they decanped, afraid of
becom ng snowbound and settled Iin the town
of Le Chatelar. In spring, they were posted
I n Noveant (Al sace-et-Loraine), where, for
two nont hs, they hel ped the 40t h Engi neer
Reginment In the construction of bridges.

Froma letter that Tonas | gl esias sent his

w fe, dated February 27, 1940, in (orze, we
know that José was still wth them “Egea’s
son cannot | eave, there are no expeditions..
The | etter does not nention Egea’ s father, so
the original mght have broken up. Wth the
retreat of the Bel gian arny, the nen deci ded
to nove to Epinal, and later to Belfort.

Ch June 22, 1940, Egea was captured and

| nprisoned at Fronstal ag 140 Bel fort. Later,
on January 22, 1941, he was transport ed

to Stalag Xl-B, near Fallingbostel (Lower
Saxony), becom ng I nternee nunber 8/7/538.
There, he would be reunited with his father.

Ch 25th January, father and son | ol ned

the transport that was to take themto

Maut hausen. A total of 1479 Republi can
soldiers travell ed together in the three-
day-|l ong journey. They arrived at the canp
on the sanme day Jose was turning 20 (January
27, 1941). He was Installed, as his father,

I n barrack 15; however, his father would
soon be transferred to barrack 13.

In his book, Egea writes about the different
Jobs he had to carry out since his arrival at
Mauthausen until 1943: first, he explains, he
was forced to |lay stones on the road; |ater,
for two days, he was sent to the quarry, the
| nfanous quarry of the 186 steps. Hs third
task was the loading of trucks and, finally,
he di d roadworK.

In 1943, the SS chose a group of nmen to

be sent to Kommando Steyr as buil di ng

wor kers. They had to build test benches for
alrcraft engines. Egea recalls the help

of Josep Borras, a civilian, and friend,

who Interpreted for him He al so nade the
unf ort unat e acqual nt ance of two kapos, known
anong the presoners as Puta and Popeye. |n
April 1945 t he Maut hausen prisoners were
nade to wal k to Qusen to work on the quarry.

In the camp he also suffered corporal
punishment, he was flogged 25 times after
bel ng caught stealing carrots. At one pol nt,
Jose wei ghed only 30 kg.

Oh May 5 Maut hausen was |1 berated. The
survivors were transported on a train to
Villa Don Quijote, In Toul ouse. Egea expl al ns
how one day, while wal king to the pool,

he ran Into the daughter of a prom nent
Sitgetan: Francisco Gonzal ez Qutierrez, (aka
Paco el Caliqueno!). Francisco Gonzal ez had
been a noted | eader of the ONT and FAl, and
president of the Coomttee of Antifasci st
Mlitias Iin Sitges. He had gone Iinto exile In
1939. Egea noved into live with the Sitgetan
famly. From Toul ouse he was sent to Paris,
where he would finally be granted a French
passport .

In 1947 he settl ed back I n Toul ouse hired
by “Entreprise du sud” as a buil di ng

wor ker (job he would do for the rest of his
life). Eventually, thanks to his nother’s

| nsi stence, the nayor of Sitges, Felip Font,
| ssued a safe conduct for Egea and, In

the spring of 1948, he was able to return
back honme. José Antoni o narried Encarnaci 0
Martinez on January 27, 1949, on his
birthday. The couple had two children: José
and El | sabet Egea Marti nez.

Josep Egea Pujante lived in Sitges unti |
2003, when he noved to M|l anayor de Gil | ego
(Zaragoza), he died there, aged 89, on

Cct ober 18, 2010.

Egea was cof ounder of the organi zati on Am cal
de Maut hausen | altres canps, he parti ci pated
| N nunerous debates and conferences to nake

the horror of the Nazi canps known. He was a
man coomtted to the oath he nade wth fell ow
ex- deportees: “Never again.”

KL NAUTHAUSEN 4159
KL GQUSEN 10579



JOSE
LOPEZ
MARTINEZ

Sitges 1/2/1913 - Gusen 11/9/1941

Josée Lopez was born in Sitges in 1913, the
son of Mictoriano Lopez Herral z and Avel | na
Martinez. He lived with his parents I n the
area of Sant Sebastia beach. H s death
certificate, however, states his address as
nunber 117, Marina street 1 n Barcel ona.

He was a trained engineer. In the docunent
Nonenser zel chni s der Sapl en-em gr at en,
Maut ahausen, dated 6-9 August, 1940, he
was |listed as a student; and 1n his Tod
fal | sauf nahne (death certificate), as an
engi neer.

In his death certificate it states that José
was single (ob | edig).

How he fled Spain is unknown, so is which
exact Conpany of Forel gn Wrkers he | ol ned,
It mght have been nunber 15, 101 or 103.
Looki ng t hrough docunents where he IS
nentioned, It appears as If sone nmenbers of

t hese t hree conpani es were capt ured between
May 20-25 1n Amens, and the renai ni ng nen
sonetine in early June in the regi on of Nord-
Pas de Cal al s.

The prisoners were taken to Stalags: Xl-A
Hohenf el s- Qoer pl az (nort heast ern Nurenber g)
and VI|-A Mosburg (Upper Bavaria). Lopez
becane prisoner nunber 40496.

Ch 5 August of the sane year, he was part of
the transport of 398 republican prisoners

t o Maut hausen. The foll ow ng day they had
reached their destination, the first group

of Spani sh Republicans to be interned in the
canp. He becane nunber 3164, his identity now
conpletely | ost.

Fromthe account given by fell ow deportee
Ant oni Sanchez, native form WV | anova |

la Geltrd, we know that Lopez Marti nez
befriended ot her prisoners fromS tges’
nel ghbori ng t own.

Ch January 24, 1941, Lopez was transferred to

Qusen, where he died 11 Septenber, deportee
nunber 9382.

KL NAUTHAUSEN 3164
KL GQUSEN 9382



JAIME
SANCHEZ
GONZALEZ

Sitges 22/12/1907 - Mauthausen 8/5/1942

Born in Sitges, little 1s known about Jal ne
Sanchez CGonzal ez. He was a bl acksmth, and

seens to never have married. During the war
he joined the Assault Quard force, and this
was possi bly the reason behi nd his deci sion
to go into exile.

Al though there 1s no clear evidence of his
bei ng part of a Conpany of Forei gn Wrkers,
everything seens to point in that direction.
He was arrested and 1 nprisoned In Stal ag
MiI-A 1n Mosburg, near Miuni ch, nunber 14851.

Ch August 31, 1941, he arrived to Maut hausen,
where he was assi gned nunber 5013.

In Cctober 1949 he was treated Iin the canp’s
infirmary.

He di ed I n Maut hausen, May 8, 1942

KL NMAUTHAUSEN 5013



JAUME
DAV
LUNA

Barcelona 11/5/1919 - Lloc i data desconeguts

Jaune was the son of Jaune Davi Manosa and
his first wife, Flora Luna Pelliser, he had
been born 1n Barcelona but the famly noved
to Sitges when he was a chil d.

Jaune was one of the young S tgetans
drafted as part of the 1940 ‘ baby-bottl e
conscription’ (La |leva del biberd). The
draftees were recruited at the end of Apri|
1938 and Jaune j ol ned t he Republican troops
on May 18, 1938.

Shortly after his arrival at the front,

his unit, threatened by the advance of the
Francoi st troops, scattered, and he ended

up crossing the border Into France. There,
Jaune woul d be put into one of the Internnment
canps In the south of the country. However,
his uncle, Josep Davi, a resident I n France,
clained him and Jaune was able to | eave the
canp. He noved In wth his uncle.

Wth the start of the war wth Gernmany, the
French arny nobili zed the uncle, and Jaune
] ol ned the Resi stance, probably through the
Maguis. During this period he obtal ned the
French nationality, thus becom ng Jacques
Davi .

We find Jaume’s name linked to the escape
nhetwork Sabot and to the Sainte-Jeanne

nhet work, nade up nostly by Catal ans, whi ch
operated near the small village of Vall manya
(Conflent), where they would hide Belgian
evaders and assist themin crossing the
border |1 nto Spal n.

Ch Novenber 11, 1943, Jaune was arrested
duri ng an operation agai nst the network.

He was taken to Paris in early 1944, and
later interned at the Stalag i n Conpi egne.
January 17, 1944, he was sent to Buchenwal d
canp, In a transport wth 250 Spani sh
Republ | cans, anbng them Si tgetan Joan Abell a.
Davi and Abella were probably acquai nted wth
each other: they both cane from S tges and
had simlar ages; noreover, Davi’s father had
boarded In the Abella s house In Sitges.

He arrived at Buchenwal d on January 19,

1944, and becane prisoner nunber 41111 and
assigned to barrack 52. Onh March 13, 1944, he
was transferred to Dora-Mttel bau, a subcanp
of Buchenwal d, where, 1 n the underground
Mttelwerk factory, aircraft engines were
manuf actured, as well as the V-2 and V-1
rocket s.

According to existing sources, on his arrival
at Buchenwal d, Davi was carrying a suitcase
contal ning clothes (pants, socks..), books and
a watch wth a | eat her strap.

The reason for his I nprisonnent was al so
recorded: polit (politics), and his job:
arbelter (builder).

Cn Decenber 29, 1944, he was taken to the
camp’s infirmary to get a knee injury treated.
A report Includes a description of the Injury
and the treatnent prescri bed.

Dora-Mttel bau was | 1 berated by the U S
troops on April 11, 1945. Just a few days
earlier, the Nazi had ordered the evacuati on
of the canp and nost prisoners |eft the canp
on a death march to the north. Jaune Davi
was probably anbngst them Wen Anerican
forces arrived at Dora-Mttel bau only a few
prisoners were still in the canp: the sick
and the |1ving corpses.

The nunber of prisoners that died during

the death marches | eads us to bel i eve that
Jaune Davi died in those | ast days before the
|1 ber at i on.

In his nenories, his father, Jaune Davi
Manosa, considers the possibility that his
son mght have been sent to Ravensbrlck canp,
and there |1 berated by the Soviet troops."*

| n any case, Jaune Davi vani shed, probably
during a death nmarch, and was never heard of
agai n.

A file at the Service Hstorique de | a Déf ense
((R16P 160180) carries his nane.

' La destruccio de I’Art Sacre Sitgeta. Memories de
Jaume Davi i Manosa. Blai Fontanals. Fragments d’Historia.
Ajuntament de Sitges. 2018

KL BUCHENWALD 41111
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MANUEL

CALVENTOS
SANCHEZ

Garraf (Sitges) 25/12/1909 - Gusen 29/12/1942

Manuel Cal ventds was born in Garraf, a
Vil |l age under the admnistrative jurisdiction
of Sitges. In Garraf he was an operator In
one of the quarri es.

He had narried Maria Hvira Lafarga i n 1935,
at the courthouse 1n Sant Adria del Besos,
where the bride’s famly probably |i1ved. The
fat her, Francisco, was nenber of the At eneu
Federal 1n Sant Adria del Besos.

The reasons behind his exile are unknown,

so are the detalls of his |[ife that | ead up
to the nonent of his Inprisonment In Stal ag
XM | -B (Krens- (el xendorf, Lower Austria) as
| nat e nunber 29694. On Decenber 19, 1941, he
was transferred to Maut hausen. The transport,
whi ch departed from Vi enna, carried 341
prisoners fromthe Republican faction. In
Maut hausen Manuel was assi gned nunber 5001.
V¢ know that 1 n August 1942 he was admtt ed
in the infirmary due to an illness. This
coul d be the reason he was sent to the hell
of Qusen, where he died on 29t h Decenber as
pri soner nunber 4174.

Raf ael Mateos wites that, fromlate 1939

to early 1941, nmany young nen that had

been nobi |1 zed or nmade prisoners returned
hone. They all returned except for a quarry
operat or who, quite possi bly because of

his political views, was sent to a Nazi
concentration canp and never heard of again.?
In alnost all certainty, this “non-returned
quarry operator was Minuel Cal vent0s.

! Historia de Garraf. Rafael Mateos Ayza.
Fragments d’histéria. Ajuntament de Sitges. 2003 pg. 146

KL NAUTHAUSEN 5001
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JOSE
EGEA
GARCIA

Aljucer (Murcia) 4/2/1897 -
Castell de Hartheim (Austria) 27/9/1941

Jose Egea Garcia and his girlfriend Josef a
Puj ant e Sanchez noved to Sitges around 1920,
they were both fromAljucer. They married in
Sitges. José was no stranger to the town, for
he and his father had worked I n the nearby
Garraf quarry.

The coupl e had seven children. The el dest,
Jose Egea Pujante, was al so sent to
Maut hausen.

At first they lived in a little hut in the
part of town called Poble Sec, later they
noved to “cases d' en Si|lvestre” (on the road
to Barcelona). In the early days of the war
they noved to Sant Francesc street, back then
cal |l ed Francesc Ferrer I Quardia, to one

of the houses confiscated by the Republican
aut horiti es.

José Egea worked at the factory of can
Fradera, 1n Vallcarca, however, during the
Republic he quit the factory to work in the
Sitges’ Town Hall. He was a nenber of CNI and
at the onset of the conflict was one of the
uni on representatives for the can Fradera
factory. A nonth after the constitution of
t he muni ci pal council (Cctober 28, 1936),
Joseé Egea was naned ONT counci| nenber

( Novenber 23, 1936), I n place of Jacint
Sastre Descarrega. He was part of the
Taxat i on and FI nance Conm ssi on.

Wth the fall of Sitges, 1 n January 1939, the
famly noved to Badal ona. Fearing for their
safety, however, nbost of the famly nenbers
returned to Sitges and went back to |1ving

In “les cases d en S lvestre”. The father and
the eldest son did not return to the town,
the latter was fighting at the front.

José Egea Garcia crossed the border through
La Jonquera. On February 9, 1939, together
wWth other S tgetans (José Torres, Carles
Fransoy and Tonmas | gl esias), he reached

Nort hern Catal unya. They were admtted into

t he refugee canp of Argel es, where Josée woul d
be reunited with his son.

Ch April 24, 1939, father and son | eft
Argel es and becane part of the 6th Conpany

of Forelign Wirkers, based I n La Condam ne

( Al pes-de- Haut e- Provence), 1 n charge of the
reconditioning of roads and the buil ding of
fortifications, ammunition dumps, tunnels and
casenmates. Wth the arrival of wnter, they
left La Condamne for the snall village of
Noveant, In the region of A sace-Lorraine, to
wor k on the Magi not |1 ne.

Ch June 22, 1940, the Whrmacht captured José
In Belfort (Burgundy) and he was Interned at
the prisoner-of-war canp in the front (140
Belfort). He would |ater be transferred to
Stalag XI-B in Fallingbostel (Lower Saxony),
as det al nee nunber 87/538. In Falli ngbost el

fat her and son were agal n reunited.

Cn January 25, 1941, José Egea (arcia and
1472 ot her republican prisoners, anpngst
themhis son, |left the prison canp. Thelr
transport arrived at Maut hausen on January
27. The witer Joaqui m Arat-Piniell a was one
of these prisoners; he survived and went on
to fund the NGO Am cal de Maut hausen | altres
canps and aut hored t he book KL Rei ch.

At NMaut hausen Jose Egea Garcia was mnar ked

by a new nunber, 6315. Fat her and son

were assigned to the sane barrack, nunber

15. However, after the initial quarantine
period, Egea Garcia asked to be transferred
to a different barrack; as the son explains,
neither of themcould stand to watch the

ot her bei ng beaten up and do not hi ng. Joseée
was assigned to nunber 13, the worst barrack
I n the canp.

On April 8, 1941, José Egea (arcia was
transferred to Qusen and gi ven nunber 11863.
From Qusen he woul d be sent to Harthelim
Castl e, where the killing program Acti on

T4 took place, that Is, where the sick were
eut hani zed.

Jose Egea Garcia was gassed to death on
Sept enber 27, 1941.

Hs son, still 1 n Maut hausen, woul d not get
news of his father’s fate until Chri st nas
1942.

KL NAUTHAUSEN 6315
KL GUSEN 11863



TOMAS
IGLESIAS
IGLESIAS

Casas del Monte (Caceres) 9/6/1903 - Gusen 8/1/1942

Tonas I glesias was born in Casas del Mnte
(Caceres) and noved to Sitges in 1936. He
first lived at number 56, Francesc Ferrer

| Quardi a street (today’s Sant Francesc
street), and would later nove to Sant
Gaudenci street. He was a | aborer at the
concrete factory 1n Vallcarca, Q nents
Fradera. A nenber of the ONI, wth the
out break of the war he jol ned the FA

(I berian Anarchi sts Federation).

In the early war days, he enlisted in the
expedi t1 on commanded by captain A bert Bayo
to reclaimthe Balearic |Islands for the
Republic. The expedition ended in failure and
| gl esias returned to Sitges. Soon after, he
Joined the mlitiain the Otiz colum (CNT-
FAl ) and was based I n Caspe.

Ch February 18, 1937, he joined Ana Carri oOn
In a coomon-| aw narri age. The Defense
Coommttee In Sitges sanctioned the union.
The coupl e had a daught er whom t hey naned
LI't bertat (Freedon). After the civil war,
LIt bertat went by her birth name only iIn
close circles: the dictatorship and the
Church did not recogni ze Llibertat as a
proper nane. Her nother, Ana, was nade to
choose a different name for her daughter, who
officially became Encarnacion.

Soon before the end of the war, Tonas
lglesias returned to Sitges and tried to
flee the country with his family, but the
obst acl es were too great and not her, nother-
| n-1 aw and daughter had to stay Iin Sitges
while he left for French territory.

He crossed Iinto France I n February 1939,
together wth sone fell ow S tgetan nen, and
was confined at the camp in Argeles.

Hs traectory seens to have been quite
simlar to the Egea’s. He joined the 11th
Conpany of Forelgn Wrkers, based in La
Condamine. From there, he sent his first
letter to Anita, dated July 3, 1939. He
stayed 1n La Condamne until wnter. In

a letter dated 17t h Novenber, he wites

t hat they had been snowbound for nineteen
days. Between Novenber and February of the
follow ng year he was transferred to Gorze
(Mosel l e departnent), where he wote to Anita
agaln. The letter, dated February 27, 1940,
s quite revealing. Anita seens to have
asked about Egea In her previous |letter, and
lglesias replies that he is still wth him
Ssince there are “no expeditions to Spaln”.
\W¢ can conclude, therefore, that out of the
group of Sitgetans that |eft Argel es, at

| east Egea Pujante and | gl esias |glesias

r enal ned toget her.

The last news his famly get fromhimare
sent from Corze, on April 22, 1940.

He was probably captured at sone point
between April and May, and i1 nprisoned in
Frontstal ag 140 Bel fort (Borgogne). From
there, he was transferred to Stalag XI-B in
Fal | i ngbostel (Lower Saxony) and assi gned
hunber 86877.

Oh January 25, 1941, he travelled on the
transport to Maut hausen, together wth 1472
ot her Republ ican prisoners, anong themthe
Egeas, father and son, and the al so Sitgetan
Enric Mrall es.

| n Maut hausen, where they arrived on January
27, lglesias was gi ven prisoner nunber 5991.

Ch June 30 of the sane year he was sent to
Qusen, where he died January 8, 1942.

During his tine in the Conpany of Foreign
Wrkers, Iglesias kept with himsone

chocol ate bars he had nanaged to gat her, he
was saving themfor his daughter Llibertat.

KL NAUTHAUSEN 5991



ENRIQUE
MIRALLES
RODES

Barcelona 8/10/1898 - Gusen 28/1/1942

Born in Barcelona, Enrique Mralles was a
shoenaker and nenber of the S tgetan ONI.
During the civil war he enrolled voluntarily
In the mlitia and served on the Aragon
front.

He returned to Sitges and held different
muni ci pal posts as a representative for
CNT. In 1937 he was chai rnman of the Local
Coomttee and secretary at the munici pal
court .

He | 1ved at nunber 27, Passeig Milanova, with
his sister, Regina Mrall es Rodés, and his
par ent s.

After the war, he |left for France and, wth
the onset of Wrld War |1, jolned the Conpany
of Forei gn Wirkers nunber 4.

He was captured in June 1940; probably In
Belfort, and interned in Frontstal ag 140
Belfort, fromthere he woul d be transferred
to Stalag XI-B in Fallingbostel, and assi gned
pri soner nunber 87805.

Ch January 25, 1941 he was transferred

to Maut hausen, together wth 1472 ot her
Republ | can prisoners, anong themthe Egeas,
father and son, and Tonas | gl esias. The
transport reached Maut hausen on January 27,
1941; Mrall es becane detal nee nunber 6643.

The | ast canp he set foot on was Qisen, where

he was sent on April 21, 1941, and where he
di ed January 28, 1942, he was nunber 12457.

Both Enric Mralles and, the al so S tgetan,
Manuel Garcia G espo died In Qusen, wthin
hours of each ot her.

KL NMAUTHAUSEN 6643
KL GUSEN 12457



JOAN
ABELLA
BEL

Barcelona 8/7/1909 - Ramonville (Franca) 25/6/1976

Joan was born in Barcelona, but his famly
lived in Sitges. Joan’s father, Anbraos
Abel | a, was the nanager of the |ocal electric

conpany.

He studied Iin Sant Josep School. Wth a keen
Interest In technical matters, he started to
wor k as a nal ntenance worker in the tow’s
shoe factory, Calcats Benazet. He al so worked
as a driver transporting fish from the North
of Spal n.

Afollower of the town’s leftist party, his
role during the war 1s unclear; we know he
goes to the front and Antoni Garcia Martinez
nanes himpolitical coordinator during the
conflict.’

Near the end of the war he crossed the border
lnto France and was 1 nterned 1 n one of the
refugee canps I n the south of the country;
his brother in law, Al bert Bartés, |iving

In Quba, was able to I ntervene and Joan was
al | oned out of the refugee canp.

He started a newlife In Toul ouse, where he
net his future wfe (Georgette-A i ce Berthoul.
In 1941 he obtalned the French nationality,
his nane changing to Jean Abella. |In Toul ouse
he was In touch with other S tgetans that

had gone into exile, |ike Joan Santal O |
Canps (the | ast Republ i can mayor of S tges)
and his famly, and EmI|1 Martin Minté.

Jaunme Montserrat | banez (Joan Santal &' s son-
In-law) recalls how Santal 0’ s house was a
neeti ng polnt, where hel p and support to the
Resi st ance was never denied. Abella was a
regul ar at the neeti ngs.

Jean and CGeorgette were active nenbers of
the Resistance during the Nazi Qccupati on of
France. The small shop they run I n Toul ouse
was a center of Information for the French
novenent .

Ch July 2, 1943, Jean was arrested i n the
franework of Qperati on Meerschaum (sea foan),
whi ch targeted nenbers of the Resistance.
After being taken to Paris, he was I nterned
at the Conpi egne canp, in the north of

Fr ance.

Ch 17 January, 1944, he | ol ned 252 Spani sh
prisoners on the transport to Buchenwal d;

anot her S tgetan, Jaune Davi, anobngst them
as well. They arrived at the canp two days

| ater, Jean woul d becone prisoner nunber
40749.

In Buchenwald life was hard, Jean suffered
repeated beatings that resulted |1 n ki dney
danage. He nmanaged to survive because he was
put to work at the canp’s kitchen, where he
“spat” I n the Kapos’ Sandw ches whenever he
had t he chance.

Fromhis privileged position in the kitchen,
Jean hel ped ot her prisoners. For years after
the war, Jean’s famly woul d recelve visits
fromforner deportees, passing through
Sitges, who told them about his ki ndness and
t hanked themfor iIt.

Jean was also part of Kommando Gustloff Werke
II. The Kommando worked at the Gustloff Werke
armanent factory, which stood right next to
Buchenwal d.

In April 1945, wth the war al nost over, he
was transferred to Fl ossenblurg in Leitneritz
(Czech Republic), a subcanp specialilzed In
the fabrication of engi nes and where his
nechani cal skills were probably needed.

He seens to have escaped fromthe canp, or
maybe he never reached It —+he famly recalls
a leap froma noving traln— 1 n any case,
Abel |l a was freed I1n Vetrusicli (near Prague),
sixty kiloneters away fromthe canp, on Apri|
29, 1945.

Joan Abella received multiple decorations In
recognition for his resistance work and as a
survivor of the Nazi canps. A though whom he
hel ped, and exactly how, renmains in the nost
part a nystery, his role 1 n the Internnment
camp was no doubt significant.

And even after the war, his generosity of
spirit never faltered: he kept offering help
to those who needed it. Such Is the case of
fellow S tgetan Rossend Ferret (aka Paul eta),
whom he enpl oyed and put up In his house In
Toul ouse.

Around 1954, Lluis CQurtiada recalls, a group
of Sitgetans travelled to Villeneuve-de-| a-
Raho, a snmall village In Rousillon, where
they net Joan Abell a and Joan Sant al O.

He had a relationship by correspondence

wth the Sitges town mayor, Felip Font,

who Iinforned himof the situation 1n his
homet own.

After Franco’s death, Joan visited Sitges
frequently; he used to spend the holidays In
his house In Marques de Montroi g street.
Joan felt a great |love for Sitges and Its
peopl e.

The French nation honored Jean Abella as

a war hero; his burial, wth mlitary
honors and the attendance of hi gh-ranking
authorities, was held in Ranonvi || e, near
Toul ouse. In the archi ves of the Service
H stori que de | a Defense, two files contain
his Information: as a nenber of the French
armed forces (AC21P 695297), and as a
deportee ((RL6P 1459).

Despite all the honors, the horror Jean
lived through during his internnent In

the concentration canps nade himlose his
farth 1n hunanity. Very reserved In these
natters, Joan chose not to have children. He
clained he kept his faith in God, but not In
hunani ty.

KL BUCHENWALD 40749
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SITGETAN

WORKERS IN
THE THIRD
REICH

| n August 1941, Madrid and Berlin reached an
agreenent according to which a | arge nunber
of Spani sh workers were to be di spat ched
voluntarily to Germany In return for the help
Htler had rendered to Franco during the
conflict.

These wor kers joi ned the workforce of

Spani ards that were al ready working for

the German regi ne; sone of themrefugees

In French territory who had been forced
Into |abor I n France or Cernany; others,
arrested 1 n occupl ed France, who had agreed
to work for the Nazi in order to escape the
concentrati on canps.

The contri bution of Spanish workers supplied
to the Reich’s workforce, either voluntarily
or not, Is one of the | east known aspects of
the relati onshi p between Franco’s Spal n and

Nazi Cer many.

It 1s estimated that the nunbers of Spani ards
that were forced to work on the construction
of defensive fortifications or dispatched to
Cerman factories to cover for the shortage of
local labor reached five-figure digits.

More often than not, the prisons or the Stal ags
supplied the forced | aborers. Such 1s the case
of Sitgetan Randon Silla Iborra (S tges, 1897)
(aka Qul d Angunies)! and his wfe, Aurora
Quillot Qustens (Sitges, 1903). Since 1942 the
coul e worked at Turbi nenfabri k Brucker, Kanl

& Co. 1n Dresden. She woul d continue to do so
until 1944; he, until 1945. Ranon S|l a had

pl ayed an inportant role in local politics and
In the riots that took place in Sitges in the
sumer of 1936. Captured, they had probably
been | ocked I n canps or prisons and their

only way out had been to sign a work contract
In Germany. This neant they had to work In
armanent factories where they were part of the
so-called “free workers”, who in reality were
far from bei ng so.

The war over, they settled In France, where
they set up a shoe workshop 1 n Brignoles
(Provence), together with Aurora’s sister
and brother-in-law, Teresa Quill ot and Manuel
Q ossl .

A very different case 1s that of Enrique

Sal af ranca Rabassa (Sitges, 1923). After
the Qvil War, Spain was mred In msery
and he, |i1ke so many ot hers, vol unt eered

to work 1n Cernany. Franco’ s gover nnment
created the Intermnisterial Conm ssion for
the D spatch of Workers to Germany program
(Comsion Intermnisterial Para el Envio de
Trabaj adores a Alemania, A PETA); 1 n Novenber
1941 Enrique Sal franca becane part of it.
Through this program Spalin supplied | abor
force to Germany In return for the help
received during the Qvil War.

Different documents certify that Salafranca
worked I1n at |east three places: CGera
Techni schen Werkstatten (2-12-41/25-8-42),
Arado aircraft manufacturer (23-3-43/30-6-
43), and S enens (5-7-43/24-8-43).






Stalingrad was the key. The city on the banks
of the Vol ga, naned after the communi st
dictator, became a crucial battlefield between
August 1942 and February 1943. Buil ding after
buil ding, street after street, I n scorching
tenperatures, the Red Arny nanaged to def eat
the Gernman troops, thus narking the turning
point of the war.

Oh the Eastern front the battle was
devastating. Stalin would have to wait

for the allies to disenbark 1n Nornmandy to
rel1eve pressure in the East. On 6t h June,
1944, Aneri can, English and Canadi an troops

| anded on the French coast, In elghty days
they had reached Paris, 1n six nonths they
had chased the Gernman troops out of France
and Bel gium The fuhrer woul d end up killing
hinself I1n his bunker on April 30, 1945, and,
between 8 and 9 May his general s signed the
unconditi onal surrender of Germany. |n Europe
the war was over, in the Pacific it was not.
In the norning of August 6 and 9 the United
States detonated two nucl ear weapons over

H roshi ma and Nagasaki, respectively, causing
the largest explosion in history. Japan
surrendered on August 14.

It 1s estimated that, between 1939 and 1945,
atotal of 36 and a half mllion peopl e

died In EBurope fromwar-rel ated causes (the
equi valent to the French population at the
start of the conflict). More significant,
however, 1s the fact that, 1 n conparison to
Vorld Var |, nore than half the victins were
civilians. The continent was devastated and
t he survivors had ahead of thema | ong peri od
of hunger, disease and | arge m grati ons,
especially Iin the East.

Wth the war near iIts close, as the ally
troops advanced on Berlin, they were
confronted wth the reality of the Nazi
extermnati on canps. Al though the canps were
known to exist, the full horror that they
encount ered surpassed, by far, anything they
could have 1nagined. In July 1944, the sovi et
troops arrived at M danek concentrati on
canp, near Lublin (Poland), and throughout
the summer they would find Belzec, Sobibor and
Trebli nka. The Gernan had tried to hide any
evidence of their nmass killings, but reality
spoke for itself. On January 27, 1945, the
Soviets |iberated the |argest canp of all:
Auschwi tz. The rest of canps fol | owned:

the British troops |i berated Bergen-Bel sen
and Neuengane; and the US forces |1 berat ed
Buchenwal d, Dora- Mttel bau, Fl ossenblrg,
Dachau. .. and Maut hausen on May 5th, the | ast
canp to be freed. Two or three days earlier,
the SS had abandoned the canp and left i1t
under the control of the Vienna police. Just
before the arrival of the Arerican forces,

t he Spani sh Republi cans had cli nbed t he
towers and hung a wel com ng banner, done by
the pali nter Francesc Tel x, that read: “Los
espanol es antifascistas saludan a | a fuerzas
| | beradoras” (“The Antifasci st Spani ards
Salute the Liberating Forces”).




The canps had been || berated, and corpses and
di sease surrounded those who had nanaged to
survive. Many woul d di scover they had no hone
to return to, especially the Jews, stripped
of all thelr nmaterial possessions and their
jobs, and at odds In a society that no | onger
was theirs. Spanish Republicans did not have
It easy elther. They could not go back to
their country. Spaln was under Francisco
Franco’s iron fist. Jorge Semprun, recalling
the li1berati on of Buchenwal d, wote: «l

have t hought of everything that can be sald
of these words: return, repatriation. The

| atter, obviously, was void of any neani ng
tone. Firstly, | hadn’t returned to ny

honel and, | had returned to France. Moreover,
all things considered, it was obvious | would
never return to ny honel and. There was no
honel and for ne. And there woul d never be.

O there would be many, which, 1 n any case,
anount ed much to the sane. »*

Ohce freed, nany of the Spani sh deportees
returned to France, where, finally, they
nanaged to obtain the status of political
refugees. In their mnds, however, their
return to Spain was but a matter of tine.
They thought the allies would put an end to
Franco’s dictatorshi p, that Fasci sm woul d

be w ped out of Europe. They were w ong.

The allies decided not to I ntervene, and,

t hough Spain was 1solated for sone years,

the dictatorship energed victorious I1n the

I nternational context domnated by the Col d
VWAr. | n February 1948 France reopened its
border wwth Spain. The |Isolation years were
nearing Its end. In 1950 the US start ed
providing Spain with credits, while the UN
revoked the resolution that had condemmed t he
regine four years earlier.

By the end of the 40s decade, close to a
hundr ed t housand Spani sh refugees were |1ving
In France. Realizing the dictatorshi p was

far fromover, nmany decided to settle In

the French country, while others chose to
return, In small groups, to Spain. Those

who deci ded to stay In France (the | mense
naj ority) devel oped an extensi ve soci al
network, mainly in the south of the hexagon,
wth nore than 160 highly politicized and
diverse political and cultural organi zati ons,
wth their own bulletins and newspapers. n
the ot her hand, those who chose to return
found thenselves In a country steeped I n
msery, where the governnent |ssued ration
coupons. They were reunited wth relatives
that had not gone Iinto exile, nen and wonen
who were naybe ignorant of the fate of their

| oved ones, while struggling to survive In
adversity. Spain was a huge prison where, In
the aftermath of the Qvil Wr, people were
persecut ed and executed; a lifetine under the
wat chf ul gaze of the dictatorship, having

to show up at the Quardia Qvil’s garrison
periodically, carrying the wel ght of soci al

st 1 gna.




The year 1962 held an enormous significance
for deported Republicans for two reasons.
Firstly, thanks to the efforts of Mauthausen’s
survivors —Rany living in France and nmenbers
of the National Federation of Deported and

| npri soned Resi stance Fighters and Patriots
(Féderation national e des deportés et
Internés résistants et patriotes, FND RP)—
a nonunent 1 n nmenory of the deportees

was erected in the canp. Secondly, the
assocl ation |’ Amcal de Maut hausen was

f ounded I n Spal n.

That year, the general secretary of the
French Amical, Emle Valley, travelled to
Barcelona to deliver the donation of 3000
powder mlk cans to the civil governnent.

The donati ons, nmade by fornmer French and
Spani sh deportees, sought to alleviate the
catastrophic effects of the floods in the
Valles area. During his stay in Barcel ona,
Val l ey, and forner deportee Joan Pages,
organi zed a dinner party to bring together
survivors of the Nazi concentration canps and
propose the creation of Amcal de Mut hausen.
Al t hough t he associ ati on woul d not be

| egal 1 zed unti|l 1978, the 1962 gat heri ng
marked the beginning of the first nationwide
assoclation that united all the deportees of
the Nazi concentration canps.

Anong the association’s duties was to keep
nenory alive. For this, on narked days, such
as April 14th (proclamation of the Second
Spani sh Republic) or May 5th (l1beration

of Maut hausen) speci al gatherings were
organi zed. Onhe of them on May 5, 1968, was
held in Sitges, at the Hotel Arcadia; on

t hat occasi on each of the 65 attendants (and
nenbers of Amcal) recel ved an I nverted bl ue
triangle, onit, a white “S’ and, at the
top, Inred letters on a white background,
“Maut hausen” .

Through the years, the associ ation has

not only striven to keep the nenory of so
nany deportees alive, It has also been In
charge of the admnistration of the CGernman
restituti on paynents and has actively

canpal gned agal nst right-w ng raci st
novenents, against war, and In favor of Human
R ghts. The publishi ng of books such as K L.
Rel ch (1963), by Joaqui mAmat-Piniella, and,
In special, the book by journalist Mntserrat
Roig, Els catalans al s canps nazis (1977),
nade the realities of Republican deportees
better known to society. Yearly visits to
the canp In Austria —sone | ncl uding the
participation of the famlies of Sitgetan
deportees— served to honor all the fell ow
nen and wonen that perished Iin the Hol ocaust;
from 1983, the association pronoted the
erection of nonunents through Spani sh
territory in nenory of the victins. They

al so undertook the task of teaching the new
generati ons about thelir past through tal ks
and exhibitions 1n schools and hi gh school s.

In the 21st century, wth the | nportance of
historical nenory nore present than ever,

new associ ations (such as Triangle Bl au or

Am cal Ravensbrlck) have jol ned the cause. n
t he ot her hand, the public admnistrati on,
urged by different associations’ demands, has
tried and Iis trying to recogni ze their task
and give voice to thelir nessage —-wWth nore or
| ess fortune—t hrough nenory poli ci es.



NEVER AGAIN

JOSE EGEA PUJANTE,
A MAN COMMITTED
TO AN OATH

MAIG DE 1945, Gusen;
“It's all over” [us Armyl]

The youngest of the group of Sitgetans that
had been sent to Maut hausen on January 27,
1941, the very sanme day he was turning
twenty, finally heard these words It’s all
over. The horror was over, the war was over.
Mere shadows of nen and wonen were |1 berated
by the ally troops between January and My
fromthe Nazi concentration canps.

Jose Egea was no | onger just nunber 5894,

he went back to belng a person with a nane
and surnane. H “Chiquillo” (the Kid), as he
was known anong his fellow prisoners, wal ked
away fromthe canp | eavi ng behi nd the stones
of 186 steps “soaking in blood”. He had
survived, but so many others had not, and he
woul d never be able to forget that hell.

In 1947 he settled I n Toul ouse and nade a
living as a construction worker, occupation
he had been forced to take up Iin 1943. In
Steyr, where test benches for aircraft

engi nes were constructed, a kapo had forced
on himthis new profession, despite Egea’s
| nSi stence that he was a shoenaker.

At honme 1n Sitges he was mssed, and he al so
wished to return. He was finally able to do so
after obtal ning the necessary guarantees from
the mayor Felip Font. José was returning to
Franco’s Spain, to Sitges, to his hone. Joseé
Antonio nmarried on January 27, 1949, a key
date In his |life and not chosen at random to
Encarnaci 0 Martinez. He continued to work as
a construction worker.

Not much 1s known of his life after the canp,
but It Is certain that sone nenories woul d be
wth himforever: “the red snow of the Qisen
canp; the canaraderie in barrack 10, where

he lived wth Ronmani prisoners; the beatings
by “Popeye” and “el Puta’; the weight of the
stones in the quarry; the end of his father’s
li1fe, cut short forever wthin the walls of
Hart hel m castl e...As soon as they were abl e

to do so, the deportees, true to their oath:
“Never agaln”, undertook the task to nake the
atrocities coomtted known to all.

Wth the foundation of Amcal, Iin 1962, José
Egea, Joan Pages, Ednon G neno and ot her
survi vors spoke up; Franco’s dictatorship,
however, denied that the canps ever exi sted,
denied the reality they had suffered. Those
were years of 1 nvisible coommtnent, of
secrecy, and many silences; but al so years of
unrel enti ng persistence. The nany deportees
behind the Iinitiative, headed by Joan Pages,
proved indefatigable in their efforts to make
their reality, the reality of concentration
canps, known. They never ceased to bear

W thess to the years spent In the canps.

Egea worked el bow to el bow to keep their
notto “Never again” alive, to make the horror
known, I n renmenbrance of all those nen and
women who suffered it.

In his coomtnent to “Never again”, Egea cane
to be president of Amcal and representative
of the organization in Aragon. \Werever he
was asked to tal k about the horror, he went;
he visited towns and cities, and he wote
about his experience in K L. Mauthausen 5894
and I n six pieces published in the newspaper
L’ Eco, between 17 May and 19 July, 1986. Egea
visited high schools, schools and cul tural
centers; his words firm, but not devoid of
pain and sentinent, he tal ked about life

I n Maut hausen, SS cruelty, the exploitation
and degradation they suffered, the hunger,

and death, the death of so many fell ow
prisoners, his bunk nei ghbor, the weak in

t he gas chanbers, the elderly, the children.
The horrible sight of the chimmey, 1ts bl ack
snoke forever rising into the sky. The snoke
of so nmany souls that had been unable to

wi t hstand so nmuch cruelty.

Thanks to people |1 ke him thanks to their
wor k, thanks to their commtnent to not
forgetting, thanks to their efforts to speak
up about sone of the nobst | nhuman epi sodes I n
the 20th century, the generations of today,

t he descendants of Francoi sm and t hose of
denocracy can shout: WE DON T FORCGET, WE

DON T WANT TO FORCET!

And, I1n their words: forgive, but not forget!




